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FM AMEM8ASSY BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

TO SECSTATE WaSMOC NlACT IMMEDIATE 7365-S.DEPT.OFSTATE.AyRPS/IPS 
INFO *HIT£ HOUSE IMMEDIATE Margaret P.Grafeld, Director 

(-$£R6fease ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 

buENOS AIRES 7073 Exemption(s): 

Declassify: ( ) In Part In Full 
a ( ) Classify as __ (-) Extend as _ () Downgrade to _ 

DECAPTIONED Date Declassi^on Reawn 

E.D. 11652: GDS 

tags: ovip pgov pdip ar 

Sub J : MEETING BETWEEN THE VICE PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT VIDELA 
REFS: A) STATE 226556; B) BuEnQS AIRES 7065 

1, I I00K ADVANTAGE OF PRE-DEP ARTURE MEETING WITH GENERAL 
VIOLA Trtls EVENING TO DISCUSS SUBJECT OF PARAGRAPH 

EVEN REFTEL A. 

2, GENERAL VIOLA RECEIVED ME SMILING BROADLY AND 
IMMEDIATELY volunteered the observation That he believed 

THE ROME MEETING MAD GONE VERY WELL AND THAT HE NOW 
BELIEVED TnAT THE US DOES VALUE ITS RELATIONS WITH 
ARGENTINA, I ASSURED H 1 M THAT THIS HAD ALWAYS BEEN THE 
case but that our efforts had not always been well 

UNDERSTOOD. I ASSURED HIM That WE ALSO WERE DELIGHTED 
WlTh The. ROME MEETING, 

3, WE MOVED IMMEDIATELY TO THE TOPIC OF A POSSIBLE VISIT 
OF THE IAHRC AND I AS*ED HIM IF THIS WOULD RUN INTO 

trouble in the junta, viola SAID absolutely NOT, IT 

WAS AN INITIATIVE OF PRESIDENT VIDELA AND HE I VIOLA) 

fully supported it, when i inquired about the timing 
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OF A VISIT ANO/OR ANNOUNCEMENT OF IT, HE SAID THAT 

these were hatters for the president to work out but he 

BELIEVED THE PRESIDENT FElT HE' COULD ARRANGE 
An ANNOUNCEMENT OF the VISIT BY MID-OCTOBER AND THAT 
They WOULD LOOK forward to a visit by assistant secretary 
VaKY toward the END of OCTOBER • 

4. VIOLA CLEARLY INDICATED HE HAD RECEIVED SOME 
POSITIVE SIGNALS FROM THE USG, REFERRING TO 

THE RELEASE Q P PMfi ^UftCwifiPs. HE SAID THAT THIS "WAS 
SOME INDICATION TnAT THE US WAS SERIOUS A&QUT WISHING 
BETTER TIES WITH ARGENTINA. HE THEN OBSERVED THAT WE 
WOULD DE FINITELY SEE CHANGES AND 3MPRDV.FMrAiTfi._Iw THE 
HUMAN frjH STTA .FIELD S&ON. (WE UNDERSTAND ANOTHER LIST OF 
ABOUT 65 PRISONER RELEASES IS SCHEDULED FOR THIS WEEKEND 
AND Th AT VIOLA IS PERSONALLY CLAMPING DOWN ON COUNTER** 
TERRORIST OPERATIONS IN THE 1ST CORPS,). 

5. 1 TOLD VIOLA I HAD A HALF DOZEN FORMER ARGENTINE 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AND AMBASSADORS TO LUNCH AT THE 
RESIDENCE TODAY AND WE HAD A DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE 

1AHRC AND WHETHER A VISIT WOULD IMPROVE^ThE QUA! ITY * 

OF. REPORT ING BY THE COMMISSI ON. THEY WERE UNANIMOUS 
IN THEIR VIEW Thai a commission visit would on balance 
BE DESIRABLE, Two of them even undertook to build up 
favorable public opinion to this end in their press 

and’ MAGAZINE COLUMNS. VIOLA WAS ItsTRIQUEO AT.’ 

This NEWS, his STATEMENT that the XAHRC would VISIT 
WAS FLAT and UNQUALIFIED. 

6. WHEN WE TOOK UP THE MATTER OF A POSSIBLE WASHINGTON 
VISIT FOR LT. COLONEL. CERDA, WHOM VIOLA DESCRIBED AS 
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A BRIGHT LAWYER “IN WHOM wE HAVE GREAT CONFIDENCE u 
VIOLA SAID hE WOULD ASK CERDA TO GET IN TOUCH WlTn HE 
IN WASHINGTON ON SEPTEMBER 10 WITH A VIEW TOWARD 
ARRANGING MEETINGS IN WASHINGTON THE FOLLOWING DAY, 

THOUGH THE NOTICE IS SHORT THIS CUULO GIVE AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR THE PRESIDENT TO GIVE CERDA MORE SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS 
ON THE TIMING OF ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE VAKy VISIT, 


7, I WILL BE SEEING YOFRE LATER THIS EVENING TO 
FURTHER CONFIRM WHAT hAS BEEN REPORTED IN 
PROCEEDING CABLE ON THIS TOPIC CRtFTELB), 

Castro 


NOTE: NOT PASSED WHITE HOUSE BY OC/T. 
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